58                 THE NADANTA DANCE
In the Nadanta dance Siva personifies the
kinetic aspect of the Deity, or the Spiral Force of
Yoga, regarded as the elemental force through
which the universe is created, maintained, and
eventually destroyed. In the image of the Divine
Thiuier, Siva (or the Dhyani-Buddha) is only the
static centre round which the moving cosmic
forces revolve, as electrons revolve round the
static centre of the atom.1
The symbolism of the spiral is universal in
primitive art. It occurs frequently in Indian
art and mythology in tie form of the cosmic
Serpent, Ananta, the Endless One, who is the
couch and canopy of Vishnu, the Lord of Life.
Also in the myth of the Churning of the Cosmic
Ocean by the Devas and Asuras in order to obtain
possession of the nectar of immortality. In this
case Ananta, or Sesha, is used as the rope by
which the churning stick is turned. The con-
volutions of the Salagram stone and of the
conch-shell, two of Vishnu's emblems, are other
instances. In Vedic times Siva, under the name
of Rudra, " The Roarer/'2 was the god of the
whirlwind, But in this Nataraja image he is
conceived mystically and metaphysically as the
Divine Spirit, the Supreme Intelligence, dancing
1 See " Serpent Power," by Sir Jdm Woodioffe (Luzac), p. 69.
1 Nadaata, derived froratk Sanskrit root nod. to roar, is a
aietaphjskal interpretation of the aadeat Vedic concept. See
Woo&ole's " Gaiiand of Letters/' p. 190.